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One of our regular shooters is a professional driver who regularly transports to and from Ill.  He brought back a local gun club newsletter that had an article of huge interest in that we are sharing.

Krannish Vindicated!


Shaun Krannish believed that the law is the law in Illinois, and when the law says, “unloaded and cased”, that is what it means.

Krannish put his money, and his freedom, where his beliefs were, and had a tactical thigh holster converted so that it completely enclosed his gun. Then he and his girlfriend went to the mall.

At Cherry Vale Mall in Rockford, the couple did some shopping and ate at the food court.  Then they noticed mall security following them around.
They were detained, then arrested, and Shaun was charged with Unlawful Use of Weapons.  Shaun has since been to court and the charge was dismissed, with the Judge ruling that, indeed, Shaun’s “container” met the statutory definition of a container and that he was entitled to the exemption provided under Illinois law for FOID holders who transport unloaded and in a case.
Walter Maksym, Krannish’s attorney, has a track record of winning similar cases and had this to say about the Judge’s ruling:

“The pro-gun/conceal carry folks feel vindicated and are ecstatic about the landmark Krannish ruling because it expressly allows a FOID card holder to carry/transport an unloaded gun in a fully enclosed holster with a latch, along with immediately accessible ammunition (or in our case a magazine) in a separate case on the holster belt because such method of transport/carry qualifies as being in a lawful case(s) or container(s). Also, because when the pistol has the magazine removed it is also broken down and nonfunctional within the meaning of the Statute.  

This decision declares DE FACTO CONCEALED CARRY IN ILLINOIS UNDER THE LEGISLATIVE EXEMPTION. The only constitutional move (in order to comply with the 2nd Amendment) the legislature can take is to join the other 48 states that allow conceal carry of LOADED WEAPONS.
The State’s appeal of the lower court’s decision has no chance.  The State’s Attorney says he’s going to ask the Appellate Court to “change the law”.  How silly. He didn’t understand the law in both cases and doesn’t get that Courts of Review, interpret and apply the law, they don’t legislate.  As you will see in my motion to the Illinois Appellate Court in Bruner has ruled that even a lady’s purse qualifies as a case or container.  In other cases I won, i.e., Pritchett, a nylon Case Logic CD case was held to be a case or container.  In Horstman, a backpack qualified as a case or container.
Many gun owners see this ruling as better than a conceal carry law because (though they can carry an unloaded vs. a loaded gun, NO CONCEAL CARRY PERMIT IS NECESSARY IN ILLINOIS!”

This isn’t the first case Shaun and his lawyer have won.  Shaun was previously arrested at Rock Valley College for disorderly conduct, because he was wearing his I Carry.org jacket and wearing an empty holster to symbolize the disarmament of students on campus.

That charge was dismissed, and Shaun and Walter have a lawsuit already filed for his false arrest in that case.  They plan to file a suit against the Cherry Valley Mall, its security guards, and the police who arrested him on the felony charge. 

From John: Way to go Shaun and big Kudo’s to his Attorney.  Although an unloaded gun is not as good to carry with you as a loaded one, just being able to carry the gun WITH
 YOU is a huge step in the right direction in Illinois.  Ill. People start practicing those loading drills.  Now how do we out of state people get one of those FOID cards and do we really need one to comply?
B Alert, stay Safe, and go ARMED!  

John Muir
