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From Tom Givens at Rangemaster – excerpts


The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation recently released its first three-year study of homicide in Tennessee. The TBI study does not include justifiable homicides, but instead includes information on criminal homicides (murders). Here are a few interesting points from the study.


From 2005-2007, in that three year period there were 1,251 murders in Tennessee. The nine-hour period from 6:00 PM to 3:00 AM is the most dangerous part of the day.  Although these nine hours only account for 38% of the 24-hour day, they account for:




58% of the murders;



52% of Forcible Rapes; and




59% of Robberies.

Contrary to what mainstream media would have you believe, only 21% of murders were related to domestic violence. That’s only one murder in five.  In fact, people not known by the victim, in other words, total strangers, committed 57% of the homicides. 

A total of 205 murders (16%) occurred inside residences, but 50 occurred in parking lots/garages, the second most likely place. The rest were scattered throughout any type of place people can be found.

So based on this, let us examine some forms of protecting ourselves in our home.
From Gabe Suarez – excerpts of “Fighting in Your House”

Fighting in houses or fighting in your house can take on many forms depending on your mission. Sadly, most training out there is limited to the police application, which has little in common with what you may need if you are not in that line of work. Basing our focus on the armed CCDW operator, we can identify several missions for fighting in houses.

1.) Holding Ground.  This is the most common home defense type scenario.  The good guy has no pressing need to enter the fight or go in search of the threat, so he takes up a position of advantage, using cover and concealment. He points his muzzle at the channelized approach of the bad guy and waits in ambush.

2.) Taking Ground. This involves attacking the attackers. An example may be the rescue of family members about to be victimized.  The police parallel is a hostage rescue.  This involves moving rapidly and stealthily to close on the bad guys and suppress them with surgical close range gunfire. The urgency of the situation proscribes and negotiation or attempt to deescalate or warn.  They are located, closed upon, and shot in order to save innocents.
3.) Traversing Through. Traversing involves traveling through a contested or conflict area where there may be hostiles. The mission is not to engage, but rather to escape. You and your family move rapidly through and out, free of the threat area.  There is no time to clear or search. Danger areas will be covered with muzzles on the approach and egress, and then abandoned as new threat areas appear.  The goal is to escape, but in a strong and controlled manner.

All of these tactics must be preplanned and well thought out and properly trained for in your mission planning at home. Your choice of tactics will require a thorough understanding of the nature of floor plan features and how to negotiate them at various speeds, the ability to identify danger areas and potential threats, and the ability to mold your fighting platform to the environment at hand. However, some of these tactics could also be employed outside the home at your church, a mall, or whatever. Many times your choice of tactics will depend on how much information you have at the time.

Consider some real life scenarios, put your plan in action, and practice the event. Please remember to unload any real weapons for safety!

Be Safe, go armed! 
