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Fellow Practitioners,

OC (spray) has its place in the use (or levels) of force continuum. As part of the continuum, there is the assumption of confrontation with a presentation of the selected weapons system for employment. This process assumes some level of engagement.  As noted previously, the continuum was developed for use in a duty obligation environment as part of an arrest power.

Another use of OC is as an aid to escape.

Fighting has, as a component part, the staking in place of the adversary for exploitation of the applied technique.  This is by definition engagement.  The concept of ADEE (for those without duty obligation) emphasizes, in compliance with Principles of Justification, Avoidance and Disengagement.  As discussed previously, the design purpose of ADEE is two-fold.  It serves as a strategy for technique application in an encounter and as a framework from which to explain the Practitioners actions to authorities that are likely to become involved.  In describing the need to take further actions, it will be important for the Practitioner to describe not only his own actions, but also the actions of the VCA that lead the Practitioner to conclude his efforts at avoiding any action were failing.
Avoidance has both general and specific components. An example of specific avoidance is to reject engagement.  That is, to avoid even momentary contact with a potential aggressor.  That can be done by attempting to take another course of travel.  If the potential aggressor pursues or attempts to preclude that action, the Practitioner has additional information to conclude that the potential aggressor has hostile intent.

OC can then be used as part of a disengagement strategy by discharging it into the wake of the path of travel of the aggressor by the Practitioner.  Dispersion effect can be augmented by discharge into a pathway that is confined such as a hallway.  If the potential aggressor accepts the effect of the OC discharge as he passes through it and continues to try to interrupt the escape of the Practitioner, additional information as to intent and determination of the potential aggressor is discerned.  That information can be cataloged for conclusions about what is next needed to deal with the potential immediate attack.  Acquisition of the OC can be made as part of the movement to avoid and disengage from the potential aggressor.  Tarry time is reduced.
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