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“Traveling By Air with Firearms”

From Tom Givens

A lot of people have the mistaken notion that they cannot travel by air in today’s time with your firearms.  You absolutely cannot carry a handgun or ammunition onto a commercial airliner, either on your person or in your carry on luggage.  You can, however, transport your firearms/ammo with you in your checked baggage, as long as you follow some simple procedures.

The gun must be unloaded.  Check that carefully before going into the airport.  The gun must be in a hard-sided, lockable case, with a lock on it, nothing in this case but the unloaded gun(s).

Ammunition needs to be in the factory boxes it comes in, not loose or bagged.  The factory boxes have dividers that hold each round in place.  Ammunition can be in a magazine or speedloader, but only if the magazine or speedloader is secured inside a pouch designed for that purpose.  Most airlines allow up to 11 pounds of ammunition, which is quite a bit for a handgun.
Upon arrival at the ticket desk, set your luggage on the scale and say, “I need to declare an unloaded firearm”.  DO NOT SAY, “I have a gun”.  If you say, “I need to declare an unloaded firearm”, the ticket agent will give you a card to sign, and place that card inside your suitcase with the gun case.  At that time a TSA representative will look over your gear.  If the gun is unloaded in a locked case, the ammo is stored correctly, and your card is filled out, they then place the luggage on the plane.

The TSA regulations are outlined above.  Certain airlines have further policies, such as restricting the amount of ammo, or requiring ammo and gun to be in separate pieces of luggage.  Check with your particular airline for their peculiarities.  I have never had a problem with Northwest, Delta, or American, but smaller airlines might have other restrictions.

Federal law says you can have the gun in your checked luggage anywhere in transit, as long as it is legal for you to have it where your trip originates and where it ends.  However, I strongly recommend against having a gun in your luggage if your flight has you checking baggage in New York City, Chicago, or D.C.  These three cities flatly prohibit handguns and are apparently no longer in the United States.  You WILL be hassled.

For more info, see www.tsa.gov or contact tsa-contactcenter@dhs.gov or check your airline’s website.

About the Author:  Tom Givens is a nationally known trainer and author of many articles appearing in magazines like Guns and Ammo, Combat Handguns, SWAT, etc.  Tom is also the author of several personal protection books & video’s.  Tom is a career law enforcement officer, Instructor/ Trainer, and retired from the Memphis Police.  

From John:
You must have your weapons with you to protect yourself and your family.  “What you brought is all you got”.  Here is information to assist you in taking your weapons along even when you travel.  There are about 30 other states that recognize our KY CCDW permit, but remember to check out the other state’s laws for the state you are traveling to, on carry and use of your weapons, there.

Be Safe, Be Armed

John
