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Is the Revolver dead for Concealed Carry persona defense? To hear and read many discussions from some instructors in the field you would think so. Having been replaced by the semi-auto pistol in the minds of many and the holsters of nearly all police departments, one could incorrectly assume so. However, it is not necessarily so. Like our discussion in classes, ALL your equipment must be examined and weighed for YOUR intended use and the pros and cons each piece of equipment will offer you.  Just because a piece of equipment is provided and used by police SWAT teams or a Special Forces unit doesn’t make it an appropriate choice for our use in the world of personal defense because we have a different mission or purpose.

Revolvers as our chosen primary defensive handgun are no different.  Revolvers are offered today in some great personal defense calibers, but are also available, like semi-auto’s, in some totally inappropriate calibers as well. First, let our evaluation begin with the purpose of our primary personal defense handgun. Our handgun must be a size to properly fit our hand, so we can learn to present it & shoot it accurately, under stress, not just once but with repeated shots. ALL shots must be able to be delivered accurately with little delay between shots with both hands, or EITHER hand independently. Each bullet must have the potential to enter and deeply penetrate the body, through clothing, to do the necessary damage to vital organs to cause our attacker to cease his attack at the distance presented in the attack.

These primary criteria will cause us to focus our evaluation on calibers beginning with the .38 special and eliminate calibers like the .500 S&W and most magnums. An effective hunting caliber is NOT necessarily a good personal defense caliber. We must have the ability to deliver multiple shots in rapid succession, accurately and most of us cannot do this with a magnum caliber.  This same concept applied to handgun frame and barrel size will focus many of us away from the ultra-light frames and tiny barrels so heavily marketed by many handgun companies. The super light frames and tiny-barreled handguns are just too hard to control for accurate, multiple shots at any distance beyond 2-3 feet with a good penetrating caliber, especially with our weak hand. This gives us some good choices in calibers like the .38 special, .45 ACP, and the .44 special. Most handgun companies offer these calibers in frames with 3-5 inch barrels and in models with 5-6 shot capacities.
To aide our rapid, accurate, repeated shot placement we need to forgo the smooth, slick, highly polished (handles) grips and focus on good contact grips of the new rubber that are available.  Yes, I know they don’t look as cool, but you will shoot better. Don’t forget the handgun sights, as these need to be of a smooth, lower profile that are easily visable in bright and low light conditions. There are sights offered in the aftermarket, if they aren’t available through the manufacturer, but most offer them. Avoid the high profile, adjustable target sights, as these will make the handgun harder to carry concealed comfortably and draw swiftly. This will not be your handgun for competition target shooting at 25 yards.
Now, let’s talk about the trigger and aftermarket adjustments. The trigger needs to be a flat smooth faced trigger for easy placement of the front finger pad on the full face of the trigger each and every time.  The springs are fine at the standard weight from the factory. YOU DON”T NEED to change this to shoot accurately. What you will need to do is to train your hands to shoot this handgun as is with the double action pull for proper personal defense. This MUST take the form of regular, safe, dry fire practice and live fire practice. Some added hand muscle development with a squeeze ball may also be required to build handgrip strength. This area of training cannot be short cut, just 10-15 minutes a day of perfect dry fire practice will accomplish what is needed after you have been trained on how to do this properly, perfectly.

One of the biggest weakness areas for revolvers is their shot capacity.  You will be limited to 5-7 shots in the cylinder by nearly all revolvers of the above-mentioned calibers. This is many times the reason others have chosen a semi-auto pistol instead, for a larger shot capacity in the pistol magazine. However, this does not need to be. You will need to carry reloads for either handgun anyway, and you can be trained on how to accomplish a revolver reload of the whole cylinder with the use of a speedloader, properly. Handgun competitors for years have been able to accomplish a reload of their revolvers in as quick a time as semi-auto pistol shooters.  You just need to be trained how to do this properly with minimal wasted movements of your hands and practice doing it religiously, with your dry fire practice.
The biggest advantage revolvers have over semi-auto pistols is their functional reliability.  Revolvers have fewer moving parts and are less prone to malfunctions that will cause them to cease shooting than semi-autos.  This is the reason most people choose a revolver for their personal defense handgun.  This does not mean a revolver cannot malfunction! IT CAN and will, especially if the cylinder is jammed and prevented from turning to the next available loaded cartridge. However, you can learn proper cartridge selection and malfunction clearance techniques that will help to fix most of these problems.
Therefore, for those of you that want to choose a reliable wheel gun for your personal defense handgun, you can do so confidently. With the proper evaluations for model selection, with the proper training, and with the necessary practice you can learn to shoot your revolver just as successfully as others will learn the same type skills to do for shooting semi-autos.  
Carry your handgun with you, learn to use it properly, and practice regularly.  Be safe and be prepared, always.

John Muir
