Eagle Outdoor Newsletter
April 2008

     Recently I have been hearing several reports from other Instructors around the country about student weapons failing to function while they are participating in training class range exercises.  As is usually the case, these problems can be traced back to lack of proper cleaning and maintenance.

Let us re-visit a discussion of proper cleaning and maintenance habits. Weapon cleaning should always be done after any shooting of the weapon.  It is always best to learn how to properly field strip (partially disassemble) your weapon to enable you to thoroughly clean the weapon as much as possible. Your application of the cleaning solution assisted by vigorous scrubbing of all parts will aid removal of burned on lube and powder residue. Pay special attention to those hard to reach areas. After scrubbing, a flushing and wiping of the scrubbed areas will remove the dirt from the weapon parts.  It still amazes me to inspect weapons from students that have recently been “cleaned” only to find the loosened grime floating in the newly applied lube coating the weapon parts.  Once this grime is loosened, it must be flushed and wiped to remove it from the weapon parts. Then, after a brief drying period for the cleaning solvent, apply a very light coat of lube to the weapon parts as per the lube manufacturer’s instructions.  Following the instructions in applying the lube is vitally important with today’s newer high tech lubes or it most likely will not lubricate the weapon properly. One simple step many don’t think of is shaking the lube bottle in the oil type high tech lubes to mix the particles and solutions immediately before application.
Now a bit about regular maintenance of our weapons. One of the first parts on our weapon to need regular replacement is the recoil spring. These springs are NOT meant to last the life of the weapon.  They need to be replaced every year or so with regular shooting.  This is not a complicated or expensive part to replace, but the weapon will not function properly for long if you ignore doing it.  Remember Murphy’s Law, it will fail when you need it the most! Most handgun recoil springs only cost between $5-10.00. 

In addition to the recoil springs in a semi-auto, the magazine spring will also need replacement regularly.  No, pulling it apart to “re-stretch” it will not suffice.  At best this will only last until you reload the magazine and then it will be mashed back, the worse scenario has you bending it out of shape rendering the entire magazine useless.  Replace magazine springs yearly or sooner, especially if you keep the magazine loaded 24/7. Their cost is in a similar range as recoil springs for most handguns. 
Get a manual for your weapon if it did not come with one.  Many weapon manufacturers have download files on their websites available free.  Print the manual for your model and read it! Pay particular attention to the maintenance section for the recommended frequency of spring replacement. Some model handguns need the recoil springs replaced after 2-3000 rounds and this could be needed after 3-4 months for some shooters. 
Also, be aware that inside the weapon there are many other smaller springs that assist in the operation of the trigger, hammer, firing pin, mag release, etc. that will periodically need replacement.  Make sure these are done when recommended or even a little early.  These springs will need to be replaced for most of us by a professional gunsmith like the factory gunsmith and will have a slightly higher cost for the labor of disassembly and reassembly of the weapon, but will have enormous benefits to the proper function of the weapon and its reliability. 

With a little care and regular PROPER cleaning and maintenance of your weapons that were quality made, they should last for your grandchildren to be able to use and enjoy them!
Be Alert, Stay Safe

John C Muir
