Back To the Basics – Again
Over and over and over at shooting events, shooters will want to talk at length about their newest gadget for this gun or trick holster for that mode of dress, or slick customizing from some guru gunsmith.  The marketing guys for these gadget companies are working way too many overtime hours and too many gun magazine writers have been purchased into the same mode of thought.  

Smaller pistols are NOT better just smaller & lighter, a laser sight will not make you a better shot under stress, a trigger job by the far away pistol guru, a luminescent, laser range measuring, scope will not guarantee a killing shot on a deer or protect you when the stuff hits the fan.  You can’t buy enough gadgets to improve your skills.  You can only improve your skills with practice, practice, and more practice, SHOOTING.

Dry fire will help astonishingly. Safe, slow, perfect, dry fire practice coupled with regular trips to the range for more skill drills with live fire.  If you have a deep burning desire to spend some of your hard-earned money, buy a good training class to learn from, a good high quality weapon, and a lot of ammo, and a membership at a local range or gun club.  Then USE the ammo at the range to make good groups in targets based on the skills you were taught in class.
Soldiers from combat and police at home have already shown us that you will lose 30% or more of your practiced skill that you have developed on the nice range.  When the balloon goes up our bodies stress reaction and the adrenalin dump that happens will quickly diminish your skill attained to that point by 1/3 or more.  If you have not trained to learn the proper way, practiced to develop it auto mechanically into your brain and muscles, and planned ahead what to do & when, you will probably not survive.  If you are supposed to be protecting other defenseless, family members what will happen to them when you are down bleeding?  

There are no magic bullets that will pierce anything and do damage to everything even if you only hit near your intended target.  There are bullets that are too small to penetrate just a few layers of clothing, there are bullets moving so fast and are so lightweight, that if you don’t hit a very soft mushy spot they will ricochet off ribs, skulls, even fingers.  Many of us have seen .38 bounce off glass windows, 9mm skip off skulls, .40 cal skim off skulls, .45 cal deflected by the brim of a ball cap (no lie).  The only “magic bullets” are the ones you shoot into the vital areas of your attacker, each and every time you shoot until he /she stops trying to hurt you.
Put your pistol’s front sight into the vital area of the largest part of your attacker’s body, shoot it until you don’t see it anymore, and then look for another attacker because he probably had buddies with him.

You cannot buy tactics and skills off the shelf at the local Gander Mountain Store.  You learn and earn them thru good learning, training on your own, and work on your part.  Stop kidding yourself and do the right thing the right way.  If you ever need those skills, your family will thank you for your efforts.  Mine did, yours will, too.
Gadgets come and go. Basics, Basics, Basics……. They work every time.  
